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Infill home: Model of environmentally sensitive design comes complete with a rooftop wildflower meadow

The house of
colour and glass

The house's most

eye-catching flourish

is its trapezoid window,
which gives an
interesting skew to the
front face of the structure
and a giddy sense of
movement when viewed
frominside.

BY JANE GADD

hy architect David Fujiwara
made not just one bold state-
ment — but two — when he
set out to transform anarrow
cinder-block shed left over from the.
redevelopment of an old lumber
yard into a stylish urban home.

The result — a sliver of colourful,
futuristic elegance — not only
shows how a utilitarian city street
can be enlivened by imaginative
design, but stands as a model of en-
vironmentally conscious, sustain-
able development.

Mr. Fujiwara was given the proj-
ect at 546 Richmond $t. West by
Richard Brault and Dianne Cro-
teau, a couple deeply involved in
industrial design and community
improvement. They had bought a
parking lot on which the old King
Lumber yard stood, built a massive
home on it for themselves, then de-
cided to see what could be done
with the adjoining sirip lot on
which the old lumber yard office
stood,

“The goal was to renovate and
add on to [the] existing building to
create a delightful and healthy live/
work space,” Mr. Fujiwara says.
“The owners wanted to create a
dwelling that was a good neighbour
to others and a good citizen in ur-
ban building terms.”

On the surface, Mr. Fujiwara did
not have much to work with — a
grey, two-storey rectangular box
squatting at the rear end of the lot,
barely noticeable from the street
and jammed up against the side of
the monolithic ~ Brault-Croteau
home, with just twa inches of space
hetween.

But Mr. Fujiwara had a remarka-
ble thought one evening, when the
couple visited his home with their

bashful six-year-old son, who hid
his face coyly against his father's
side when asked questions,

“I thought the addition waslike a
small boy nestling against his par-
ent’s knee,” Mr Fujiwara recalls.

‘With this thought came the inspi-
ration to approach the project as a
way to soften the flank of the largex
home, providing colour and glass
to contrast with the high grey wall,
and a stunning visual treat for the
taller home — a rooftop wildflower
meadow visible from the second
storey.

'l thought the addition

was like a small boy
nestling against his
parent’s knee.'

Mr, Fujiwara's first challenge was
to figure out a fleor plan in a space
that was split by a central stairwell,
rendering any rational layout of liv-
ing room, dining room and kitchen
impossible. He decided to remove
the stairwell then create and en-

dlose a three-level staircase at the

front left comer, leaving a rectan-
gular flaor space that he could work
with.

When entering the grade-level
front door, the options are to go up

ah ight of stairs to the main
ﬂuor or down a half flight to the
basement. The basement level also
has its own front entrance and can
casily be separated from the rest of
the dwelling for use as private of-
fice.

“People’s needs change during
the time they live in a house,” Mr.
Fujiwara points out.

See FUIIWARA on page G13
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Called ‘a sweet ]llllcsumrlsl: on Richmond’ by the man who commissioned it, the futuristic house designed
ara may not be noticed by car drivers. it's
aable to appreciate this unique structure.

likely that only those strolling by will be
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‘People’s needs change
during the time they
live in a house’

FUJIWARA from page G1

All the construction materials in
the home were either reused, sal-
vaged or recyclable.

The architect used salvaged Dou-
glas fir timber from a Caledon bam
for the stairs as well as the floors.

He left the interior cinder walls
uncovered on the side flanking the
larger house, placing insulation in
the two-inch gap to eliminate heat
loss. He also left the original wood
joints and steel pilasters exposed —
for aesthetic reasons as well as to
minimize material use.

All construction waste was sepa-
rated into bamels — wood and
steel, even nails, were separated
and sent for recycling. Workers'
lunches were composted. In the
end, only one cubic-metre barrel of
waste had to go te landfill, and that
consisted of some glass and some
plastic wrap from new building ma-
terials.

A single hot-water pipe warms
the whole structure with radiant

eat.

While Mr. Fujiwara credits his cli-
ents for the ecological consider-
ations of the home, he alone gave it
its most eye-catching flourish — a
trapezoid window that gives an in-
teresting skew to the front face of
the home and a giddy sense of
méwemem when viewed from in-
side.

The whimsical window, which al-
50 has a little garden on its slanted
roof, presented quite a chdllenge

counter separating the cooking
area from the dining and living
rooms.

Upstairs is a different story. Mr.
Fujiwara’s created a concave hall-
way by building curving walls
around the bathwb/shower room,
a separate toilet area and one of the
twa hedrooms.

“I'was trying to bounce the light
along the hallway,” he says.

Sadly, this inventive design is in
the process of being ripped out by
the home’s new owners, who
bought it from Mr. Brault and Ms.
Croteau last month for $735,000
(the cost of building the home was
about $200,000).

The architect s philosophical
about this, however. “1 wish they
could've tried it as it is,” he says.

“But everyone has their own taste.
It's the nature of buildings [to]
change. In fact, I'd say it is a rigid,
|nﬁenh|e building that is a bad

uilding.”

Mr. Brault agrees, saying the “the
spirit and integrity of the building
will remain.”

What was important for Mr.
Brault was to show that environ-
mental imperatives did not have w
be served at the expense of beauty
and livability. “It is a sweet little
surprise on Richmond.”

Still, it is one a lot of passers-by
will miss. Most of the people who
travel on Richmond do so in cars,
rushing en route to the Gardiner
Expressway. The deep setback of
the home makes it bajely num:e—

when Mr. Fujiwara 0

says. “You couldn’t do it
intwo dimensions. The owners, the
builder and I were all concerned —
could it be built when all the parts
wereirregular?”

Even with three-dimensional
computer modelling, he could not
get all the sides to line up because
of the splay of angles. It wasn't until
the contractor created a cardboard
model that Mr. Fujiwara was able to
finalize the measurements. In the
end no wood was wasted from be-
ing cut the wrang length.

The home’s main level is open
plan, with only an island kitchen

able except for p

First they must peer through a
wrought-iron fence and terrace
that create a buffer zone that Mr.
Fujiwara felt was important, given
the grade-level entrance.

The house backs on to an
that is steps from trendy Queen
Street West and has, in the archi-
tect’swords, “someof the best graf-
fiti in the city.

While e approves of the sponta-
neous art form, he nevertheless
hammered a large wooden frame
on to the home's rear wall in the
hope that the creative i

‘will remain contained.

Fujiwara 9ays>
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